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THE PRESIDENT: General Rudenko, have you concluded your 
interrogation? 
GENERAL RUDENKO: Yes. 
THE PRESIDENT: Does the French Prosecution wish to ask 
Dr. Stahmer, do you wish to exanine further? 
No, sir. 
THE PRESIDENT: Then the 
(Whereupon the witnes 
DR. STAHMER: I call as th: xb witness, Colonel of the Air 
Force, Bern von Brauchitsch. 
COLONEL BERN VON BRAVOSHITSCH, a witness 
stand and testified as follows, 
THE PRESIDENT: Will you repeat the oath after me. I swear by 
God, the Almighty and Onnisci ent, that I will speak the pure truth 
and will withhold and add nothing 
(The witness repeated the oath.) 
You may sit down if you wish. 
BY DR. STAHMER: 
what is your name? 
Bern von Brauchitsch. 
iire Witness, which position did you have on the staff of the 
Commander in Chief of the Air Force? 
(No answer.) 
Q Which position did you hold on the 


Chief of the Air Force? 
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A Iwas the Military Adjutant of the Commander in Chief of the 
Air Forcc, I held the rank of Chief Adjutant. I had the job of 
adjutant service. Daily 
the military position was to be reported--the military situation was 
to be reported, and, military reports, so far as they were not 
reported by the offices themselves. I had no command function. 


Q In this activity did you know that on 25 March 194, from 


the prison camp of Sagan, Stalag Luft 3, seventy-five English Flight 


Officers had fled? 
A The official incident is known to me, because at one tine it 


was reported that a nuaber of Plicht Officers had fled. 
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Q Can you give us some information about the fate of these officers 
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after their flight? 

A The fate of these cfficers is not known to me. 

Q Weren't you ever infcrmed that fifty of these cfficers allegedly 
were shot while trying to escape? 

A I was informed about that much later. I was informed that a number 
of these officers allegedly had been shot, 


Q Can you tell us under what circumstances these shootings were carried 


å No, I do not know anything about that, 
Q Did Reichsmarshal Goering order the shocting or did he have any 
part in these measures? 
4 I know neither of his taking part in these measures nor of any order, 


Q Do you know of the attitude cf Hitler with regard to the treatment 


of sowcalled terror fliers who were snot dow? 


* In the spring of 1944 the lesses of the civilian population by 
bombings increased steeply, These attacks were directed against civilians 
who were working in their fields, against secondary railroads and railroad 
stati-ns without any military significance, against pedestrians and bicycles, 
all within the homeland, ‘his must have been the reason for Hitler deciding 
to give orders or tc issue orders concerning measures against these fliers. 
That is as much as I knows Hitler was for the sharpest measures, and 
lynching should not be prevented. 

Qifhat was the attitude of the Reichsmarshal ¿f the Air Force to this 
order? 

å- The ccmmander-inechief and the chief of the general staff have 
expressed their opinion by saying that these attacks, which were solely 
cirected against the civilians, should be condemned, However, nc 
measures should be taken against these fliers -- lynching and non=protection 
for parachutists. By the orders of Hitler, the Luftwaffe was forced to take 
into consideration these questicnse It was desired to avoid the consequences 
of Hitler's opinicn, A way will be found, and it was seen in the fact that 


measures were allegedly taken, but which should not be executed, 
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Then I received the mission, which was outside of my regular functi NS y 
to confer with the OKW about the definition of terror fliers. In these 
conversations and correspondence, all these cases were discussed which, 
according to internatimal law, could be considered as violations and 
criminal acts. By these definitions, lynching should be avoided, The 


correspondence, which took quite some time, also shbws the tendency of the 


various officers t: delay the solution of this problem. At the end of June, 


194, the definition of terror flier was stipulated, The stalag was directed 
to report all cases of violaticns but not to take any measures, By these 
measures the directive, in the sense of Hitler, ws avoided. 

Q In your cpinion, therefore, could we say that the measures directed 


by Hitler were not carried cut by the air force? 
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A Yes, that can be said, It can be said that the measures directed by 
Hitler were not carried out. As well, the commanders of the air force can 
certify they had not received any orders to shoot enemy fliers or to turn them 
over to the SD, 

Q Do you have any knowledge about the fact that the air force had re- 
ecived directives to take hostages or to shoot them? 

A I did not know of any directive or any order which has anything to do 
with hostages, 

Q Now one more question: Can you give us any information about the 
treatment of the five enemy fliers who, in March 1945, jumped into the 
Schorfheide and were captured? 

A In March, 1945, an imerican bomber was shot down after an attack over 
the Schorfheide, Part of the crew saved themselves by jumping. Some of those 
were injured, The injured ones were sent to a rest center hospital, The ob- 
Server, an jmerican captain, who had been a director in Hollywood in his 
civilian occupation, was intcrrogated by the Reichsmarshal about his mission and 
his jump, 

DR. STAHMER: I have no more questions to this witness, 

THE RESIDENT: Do ony other Defendants! Counsel wish to -~sk the witness 
any questions? 

BY DR, L.TERNSER (Counsel for the General Staff and the OKW): 

Q I have only a few questions to this witness, Which official position 
did you have when the war started? 

A àt the beginning of the war I was at the War acadeny. 

Q Can we say that the beginning of the war caused a happy sentiment among 
the professional soldiers? 

A No, one could not say that enthusiasm would have been caused by the 


beginning of the war. On the contrary, we took it with grezt seriousness, As 


young soldiers, we saw out mission to train the soldiers, to educate them, and 


to turn than into preparedness for the protection of our country. 
Q Which positions did you have, then, curing the war? Were you ever in 
the staff of an air fleet? 


I was never active in the staff of an air fleet, with the exception 
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of &' short time as group commander, I was also adjutant of the commander=in= 
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chief of the air force, 

48 chief adjutant, as you said before, with the commander=in-chief 
of the air force, you could get a lot of information about the Luftwaffe? 

is much as I had the material, yes, 

9 Now, according to your possibility to get materials, did the chief 
of air fleets have any influence on political decisions or the manner in which 
the war was conducted? 

According to my information the chief of air fleets had no influence 
on any political decisions, Their job was the technical execution of the 
orders received, and orders about the conduct of the air war in increasing 
number camc from Hitler himself, 

Q Did these chiefs of sir flo-ts make any suggestions to take sharper 
measures in the concuct of the war? 

A I do not know of ary susgestions in this Jiroetion giver by chiefs 
of air fleets, They were profe INL soldiers who held their positions on 
the basis of orders, 

DR. LATERNSER: I have no me questions, 

any other Defvendants* 


Do the Prosecution wish 
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MR. JUSTICE JACKSON: I would ask that the witness be shown 


document 1156-PS of the United States documents. 


(witness handed document) 
CROSS EXAMIN..TION 
BY WRe JUSTICE JACKSON: 

Q Do you recognize that document, witness? 

A No, I do not know this document. 

Q I call your attention to the date, the 20 of March, 1941, and 
I call your attention to the fact that it purports to be a report to 
Reichsmarshal Goering on the 19 of March 1941 meeting. 

A During the time of my service I only took part in military 
conferences if they were personal conferences only at the headquarters. 
I have not seen this document and I do not know anything about the facts 
at this conference. 

Q Let me call your attention to Item 2, which refers to yous 
I take it and which reads: 

"The directives worked out by the Wel. for destructive measures 
to be undertaken by the Luftwaffe in the 'Fall Barbarossa! were agreed 
to by the Reichsmarshale One copy was handed to Captain von Brauchitsch 
to be forwarded to the General Staff of the Luftwaffe," 

ånd I ask you whether that states the factse 

A I can not remember these facts anc I cannot give any more 
information about the contents of the letter mentioned here. 

9 You knew about the "Fall Barbarossa" ci: you not? 

A I was informed about the "Fall Barbarossa" in the beginning 
of 1941 for the first timee I was not present at the conference, 

Dut you didknow that certain destructive measures were planned 
to be undertaken in connection with that by the Lufteaffe, did you not? 

A I know anly about the first orders of the Luftwaffe in which 
attacks against the airfields were orderede 

Q Did it not also provide for attacks against cities, particularly 
St. Petersburg? 

A 4t the time at which this letter was written, as much as I 
remember, nothing was said about these targets but only about attacks 


against airfields, which were the main targets of the Air Force, 
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MR. JUSTICE JACKSON: I will ask that the witness be shown Exhibit 


42 March-M-DVR-5-2 


735=PS, in evidence as GB Exhibit 151. 
(witness handed coaument) 
BY WR. JUSTICE JACKSON: 

Q That is in evidence and appears to be a most secret document 
of which only three copies were made, is that correct? 

A May I read this letter first before I answer the question? 

Q I call your attention first to the signature at the end of it 
and ask you if you recognize who that signer was? 

A The signature is Warlimont. 

Q Who was Warlimont? 

t Warlimont was the Deputy Chief of the Wehrmacht Fuehrungstab. 
And you knew him welland he knew you well, did you not? 

I knew him from seeing him and at that occasion I spoke to 
him for the first time. 

Q On. the occasion of this meeting that is recorded in these minutes, 
is that the occasion when you first met Warlimont? 

A Where I spoke to him first officially, yes. 

Q That was on the cate 6/6 of "hl, when this meeting was held? 

A according to this letter, yese 

Q Now, I call your attention to paragraph one of the minutes of 
that meeting, by which it appears that Obergruppenfuehrer Kaltenbrunner 
opened the meeting with a report that a conference on the question of 
the flyers had been held shortly before with the Reichsmarshal, the 
Reich Foreign Minister and the Reichsfuehrer SS, That is the opening 
of it, is it not? 

A I know nothing about the words of this letter and of the fact 
of that conference. 

Q Who was the Reichsmarshal at that time? 

A I remember the fact because on the 6 of June the invasion 
started and in the night from the 5th to the 6th I called the Reichsmarshal, 
informed him about the beginning of the invasion and cn the morring he 
left from Feldenstein to be in the afternoon in Klessheime 
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Q ånd this meeting is said to have been held in Klessheim on the 
afternoon of 6/6, isntt it? 
A I have said once before that I do not know anything about the 
meeting as such and the content of the meeting. 
Yes, I understand, you were not present. That was between 
the Reichsmarshal, who wasGoering, was it not? Goering was Reichsmarshal 


at thot time, was he not? 


Ribbentrop was Foreign Minister at that time, was he not? 

Yese 

Anc who was the Reichsfuchrer SS? 

Himmler. 

Now, it was as a result of that meeting at which the Foreign 
Minister -- just follow the next sentence -- "The Foreign Minister who 


wished to include every type of térror attack on German civilian population." 


It was agreed that this conference, which you did attend, was to 


take places is that not the sense of the first paragraph? 

I was not at this meeting and secondly, I do not know any- 
thing about the contents of this meeting, of this conference, as I have 
said before. 

Q Well, were you not at the meeting with Kaltenbrunner which 
Kaltenbrunner called? 
I was not at the meeting with Kaltenbrunner, which is mentioned 


A 


Q Despite the signature of Warlimont on these minutes which 


says you were? 
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s spite of the signature but maybe I can read the whole 
cocuuent before I give a definite answer e 

Q Read the last sentence, Witness, I may be misinterpreting this, It 
does not say you were present but it does say that you gave them this informa- 
tion. I ask you to look at the last paragraph anc say whether that is not true? 

The last paragraph in this document hefore the Signature can only 
refer to a conference which, if I remember correctly, took place on the 6th late 
in the afternoon in Genera Warlimontts house and which I have ment ioned in my 
statement before, 

Q I think I was confused about the two meetings and that these minutes 
do not show you to have been present. There was such a conference as Warlimont 
describes but it was not the same conference at which Kaltenbrunner was present, 
is that correct? 

Yes, that is correct, I only know of this one meeting on the 6th late 


aftcrnoon, between Walimont and nyself, 


and that is the conference to which he refers in the third parag graph? 
w 


No, the conference in the afternoon has nothing to do with the first 
paragraph, which I just read and there is no connection between the two, 
Q T he third paragraph had no connection with the first meeting, you say‘ 
Paragraph three has no con: ection with paragraph one because I had 
no knowledge of paragraph one. I mentioned b before that I had the mission to 
confer with the OKW about the definition of acts which were to be considered as 
Violations of international law and crines, 
Q Let us ask,it once more so we will have no Lisunderstanding about it, 
The conference referred to in paragraph three of Warlimontis minutes is a con-. 
ference between you and him later that afternoon and had nothing to do with 
the Kaltenbrunner conference which was held earlier in the dayo 
Yes. 
Now, what was the situation in the beginning of 1944 with reference 
bombing of German cities? 
The situation was such that the air war increased in intensity and in 
the beginning of t44 it was very strong, 


¥ 


Q That was becoming very embarrasing to the Reichsma wshal, was it not? 
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Of course it was very disagrveable for the air Force that their 

lef Cnsive forces were too weak to stave off these attacks, 
Q and they were being blamed somewhat and the Reichsmarshal was being 

hlamed for the air attacks, was he not? 

Of course, that goes without saying. 

1 the embarrassing position of having 
German people back in 1939 that they could be protected aga 

attacks on the German cities, You understood that fact, 


I understand that that is the fa ct but I also know that the conditions 


in 1939, which led to this statenent, had an entirely different background than 


in 1944, because in 1944 the entire world was against us, 
But the fact was that German cities were being bombed and the German 
ooked to the Reichsmarshal to protect them, isntt + 

clear that the German peo; 
all means a heir í osal would go against 

lat were the relations between Goeri g and Hitler at this time? 

I ask to have the question repeated? I did not understand it 

clearly, 

Q What was relation between Goering and Hitler and was there any 
change that came over thi slationship as this bombing of German cities pro= 
gressed? 

the Fuchrer were 
only based upon 
by the air warfare is not known to me, 
You were very close to Reichsmarshal Goering throughout this period, 
not the entire period of the war? 
do not know what you consider OSC he relation of a commander= 
his adjutant, that is what it WAS» 
1, you were particularly friendly; he had great confidence in you 
and you had great regard for him, Isn't that a fact? 
I can affirm that but frequently — well, conferences about the 
motives vhich the Reichsmarshal may have had we did not have, 
Q You were with him on the 20th day of April, 1945, when he sent the 


telegram proposing to take over the government of Gerniany himself and was 
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+ AYrgsted and condemmed to death? 


Yes, I was present at that time, 

Q and the SS seized you and tie Reichsmarshal and several others and 
searched your houses, seized all your papers, and took you prisoner, did it not? 

It is correct that on the 23rd of April at 19 hours we were surrounded, 
The Reichsmarshal was led to his room and from that moment on never remained 
without personal guard; that we were put in single custody and separated from hin 
and that we executed by the troops of the SS, who were stationed at the Berghof, 

Q and this occurred at Berchtesgaden? 

A That happened at Berchtesgaden, 

Q I think you have told us t ¿t you were all supposed to be shot by 
the SS at the tine of the surrender cud were supposed to approve it by your own 
Signature, Is that correct? 

No, that is not quite correct, 

I know that an order existe i indicating that the Reichsmarshal with 
his family and those surrounding, at the time of the capitulation in Berlin, 
should be shot, 

The second thing you mentio.wcd is different, We should have been == 
we were about to be forced to voluntcer for the > has to say that the 
SS leaders did not want us there at that tine ve were not forced to exe- 
cute that order, At that time, however, we were already separated from the 
Commander-in-Chicf, 

the state of your knowledge about the activities of the $$? 
and what was its rel-tion to the Wehrmacht at this time? 
What was its relation to the Air Forco? Tell us about the Ss, 

I can only say that as such, from the word SS, a lot could be under 
stood, Speaking of the SS, SD, Gestapo, Waffen SS, they were entirely different 
units, The Gestapo, as such, was a moans of pressure which prevented a great 


deal of free developmente 
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9 Anc the SS likewise, as a matter f fact? 

A The Waffen SS was the military organization, the troopSe I, 
personally, dic not have any bad experiences with them, n difficulties, no 
friction with theme 

Q But what about the SS proper? Brauchitsch, you know this situation 


about the SS, I am sure, and you impress me as wanting to tell us candicly 


whet you know abcut this situation, and I wish you would tell us a little, 


what the influence of the SS was on these situaticnse 

A~ Lp inted cout once before that as a purely military adjutant I am 
only able to give ycu informaticn bout the Air Force, but I am not ina 
positi-n ti say anything about general things about which I have no technical 
knowledge, just a subjective spinicne 

Q Well, wasn't the SS the subject of a good deal o discussion among 
you officers, and wasn't everybody aware that the 55 was an organization 
like the Gestapo that was repressive and cruel? 

A In the àir Force we had many worries curselves about the increase 
of the air power of the enemy that these worries kept us busy, more than 
sufficientlye 

But you knew, did you not, ab ut the campaign azainst the Jews of 
the Jews of occupied c-_untries? 

A I was not informed about the campaign azainst the Jews as 
pointed out here anc as it went through the presse 

Q Well, I don't want to interr gate you from what is in the press, 
but dc you want the Tribunal t nerstand that you had -no knowledge of a 
campaign ag inst the Jews in Germany? 

I only know about the cruelties anc the extermination about which 

now reac. in the presse id not know at the timee 

Your father was Field ! |, was he not? 

Yese 

At what pericd was he Fieic Marshal? 
Field Marshal is a military rank which he had from 1940 until now. 
He has never been deprived f his rank, is that a fact? 
He was never deprived cf his rank. 
Thare came a rime wnen your father, as yu knew, ĉisagreed with 
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Hitler as to military programs? 

A I know that my father at one time had great difficulties with Hitler 
concerning political and military questi-ns. 

Q Did ycu not say to the interrogator who examined you for the United 
States that he retired from active commanc in 1941? 

A Yese 

Q And what did you understand to be the reason . s retirement? 

You gave the reasons as follows, that neither in 1 military nor in 
the political ronsiderations dic he see eye to eye with itler, and could not 
come to any accord, and since he c°uld not make his own pinions prevail, 
he česirec to manifest his dissent by resigning, and that specifically alsc 
referred t> religious questi ons. 

. A Yesa 

Q That is true, ís it not? 

A That is correct, and I will stand for ite 

Q I hope you are proud of it, sir, 

You were also asked this: 

tanc from 1941 to the end of the war, do you know what he was doing?" 

And you answered: 

Mell, he had, through his second wife, a little house in a small 
town in Silesia, Bockenheim, and he cecuvied himself with studies of 
family history and also with forestry, econmics, anc hunting work, but did 
not take any share" == 

A (Interposing) That was military history only, with economic questior 

Q Beg pardon. I didn't get that, 

A He was only interested in economic questions and hunting, but not 
in military questi nse 

Q Nect in military, yese 

t. æ but dic not take share in any sort of bloody political endeavors," 

You said that, did you not? 

A May I ask to hear the question once more, 

Q This is ycur answer in full, You interrupted me, This is your 
answer to the interrogators 

"Well, he had, through his second wife, a little house in a small town 
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in Silesia, Bockenheim, and he occupied himself with studies of family 
history and alse with forestry" =e and, they have down -= "economics, and 
hunting works’, but did not take any share in any sort of bloody political 
endeavors! 

And, with the exception of economies, y>u still stand by that answer, 


don't you? 


A I have never said that he ever took part in bloody things. It must 


be an errors I have never seen that protocol any moree I have not signed it 

Q I have not made myself clear, You said he dic not take part in any 
bloody political endeavo That is what this says you saile 

A He did not take part, but I have not said anything about blcody 
or any political endeavors. 

Q You didn't use those terms in the examination? 

& No, I cannot remember that I said that. I have not signed that 
protocol anc I didn't see it any more after the interrogations 

Q And you say that you did not use those words on the 26th of February 
1946 to Captain Horace Hahn, Interrogator? 

A I say I have nct used any expression abcut bloody endeavors or such, 
because that expression is foreign to mee I do not know in what connection 
I would have menticned ite 

Q Well, you don't know of any that he did partake in, do you? 

& No» My father retired, yes. 

Q Absolutely from this whole Nazi outfit. He cut his strings with 
them and retired to a little village rather than go on with the program he 
didn’t agree with, didn't he? Isn't that a fact? 

H Yese 

DR. PECKMANN (Hounsel for the SS); I believe that I do not have any 
more formal right to question this witness after Justice Jackson has 
interrogated him, but I would be grateful if I would be permitted to since 
Justice Jackson questioned the witness also about the SS. 

THE PRESIDENT: The witnesst statement about the SS was that he knew 
nothing about it. I doen't know what ground that gives for your cross 
examinati ne 


DR. PECKMANN: He was asked whether, cn Obersalszburg, he was guarded 
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by the SS who als. had orders tc shoot him ond tc shoot Goering. I would 
like to clarify whether that was SS or SD. 

THE PRESIDENT: Very welle 

RE=DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY DRe- PECKMANN:s 

Q I ask the witness, therefore: Do you know whether these people whom 
you have just mentioned were members >f the SS or SD. Do you know the 
difference, Witness? 

å I know the difference generally, I believe that the troops which 
had the mission of guarcing us were SS, but that the Sicherheitsdienst had 
the special orcer, 

DRe PECKMANN: Thank yous 

THE PRESIDENT: Do any of the other counsel for the Prosecution wish 
to cross-examine? 

Dre Stahmer, do you wish to re-examine? 

DR. STAHMER: I have nly two short questi ns. 
BY DR. STAHMER: 

Q Witness, can you tell us something as to how the relati ns between the 
Reichsmarshal and Hinmler were? 

A ås much as I om informed about that and therefore could give information, 
there existed between Hinmler and Goering a relation wbion on the outside 
looked very careful, but one ccula not talk of the real relation between the two. 

Q Can you tell us something about whether the Gexnar people, until the 
last moment, still trusted the Reichsmarshal, and there wag sve rial 
ecnficence in the Reichsmarshal? Can you tell us about any particular incident? 

A I can mention two cases, 

The first one was at the end of thh or the beginning of t45 -= I cannot 
Say the exact date -= in a public air raid shelter. The Reichsmarshal was 
without any guards, and he Spcke to the pecple and they greeted him with the 
old slogan "Hermann, halt die Ohren steif", Hermann, keep your chin up. 

Ancther example was on the trip from Berlin tą Berchtesgaden, the ntcht 
of the 20-21 Aprils On the morning of the 21st, towards noon, the Reichsmarshal 


arrived ata town in Sudetengau, Bohemia, where a short stop-over was made , 
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and where, after a short time, the market place was filled by peoples He 
was asked for his autograph, and we could not get him cut of the crowd with 
his own car, Here also, he was greeted by the old shout, "Hermanns" 
DR. STAHMER: I have no more questions. 
THE PRESIDENT: The witness may retire, 
DR. STAHVER: As next witness, I name State Secretary Paul Koerner, 
PAUL KOERNER, a witness, took the stand and testified as follows: 
BY THE PRESIDENT: 
Q Is your name Paul Koerner? 
A Yese 
Q Will you repeat this cath after me: 
I Swear by Ged, the Almighty and Omniscient, that I will Speak pure 
truth, and will withhold and add nothing, 
(The witness repeated the oath) 
THE PRESIDENT: You may sit down if you wish, 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY DR. STAHWVER: 
Q Witness, which official position did you Mava before the capitulation? 
å I was the State Secretary of the Prussian chate Ministry, 
Q In this office were you one of the eolias xators of the Reichsmarkhal? 
A Yee, 
Wen aa you 
fu the year 1926 
“hou were yon pichea as 20] lab orator ? 
at che end of 
o vhat function? 
T was his secretarye 
when were you taken into the Civil Service? 
April 1933, Pardons the previous date was '31, 
THE PRESIDENT: The translator said the previous date was 1931; which 


was 1931? 


DR. STAHMER: In 1931 he first became Goering's private secretary. In 


1933 he entered the Civil Service, 


‘ A =5700= 





Mn 


(12 Mar-M-JH=6-6 


BY DR, STAHVER: 

Q Which office did you hold? 

& I became State Secretary of the Prussian Ministry. 

Q What ds you know about theinstitution of the Secret State Police, 
the Gestapo? 

å The Secret State Police was established in the first months after 
the seizure of power, was develcped from the Political Police Department lA. 
Basically, the Political Police Department remained in existence, only it 
was newly formed, and got the name of the State Police, 

« What was their mission? 

& They had to vatch enemies of the State, 

Are you informed about the establishment of concentration camps? 
I know that at that time concentration camps were established.. 
What purposes did they serve? 

* They were supposed to house enemies of the State, 

Q What do you mean by "house"? 

4 Hostile enemies, elements hostile to the State, should be put into 
these campse. 

Q And what should be done with them there? 

A They should be taken int: cust dy, and 
should teks pləce in 

Do you know an rsking about the treatment waich 
£8 far as I know. the treatment was always ; 

Q Vid you ever hear enything about scecalled wi 

4& Yes, in 1935, in varicus places, wild concentration camps were 

lished, 

Q By whom? 

A I remember that one was established in Breslau by SA Obergruppen-= 
fuehrer Heines; one in Stettin. Whether there were any others, I do not 
Knowe 

Q In Stettin? Who was it in Stettin? 

& I think it was Karpfenstein, but I cannot be sure about it. 


Q And what became of these camps? 


a5 7 Ole 





EET UTM MUM 


H0081 —0020 


Aå When the Reichsmarshal heard about it, he had them cissolved because 


they were established without his approval, 


®% What was the Reichsmarshal's attitude to c mplaints? 


A Oh, he always went after the c mplaints; he went to the sources of 
the complaints, 

Q Do you kno of any case where he tock special measures? 

A Yese 

Q How was it? 

A They had heard that the treatment had not been such as the Reichse 
marshal wanted. He tried to get information about it and then had the man 
brought before him 

Q Who was Thaelmann? 

A Thaelmann was one of the leaders of the Communists and he was a 


aa 


Communist member of ths Reichs tage 
w ånd how did the Reichsmarshal speak to Thaelmann? 


come into his office and requested that he tell 


him anything, why a cumplaint had 
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A Thaelmann was very reticent at first, because he feared an offense, 
‘but it became clearer to him, after the Reichsmarshal spoke very plainly to hin, 
that he could speak freely. Then he told the Reichsrarshal that he had not been . 
treated correctly. The Reichsmarshal promised to do something about it 
inmediately, and gave the respective directives; and he also suggested to k 
Thaelmann that whenever such tnings occurred again he should report about then 

He also gavo orders that whenever any complaints should come from 

Thaelmann, they should be sent directly to him. A 

Q De you know how long the Gestapo and the concentration camps were under 
the competence of the Reichsmarshal? 

A Until the spring of 1934; I believe it was March or April, 

Q Under whose competence did they cone then? 


A Upon orders of the Fuehrer, they came under the competence of 


Reichsfuchrer Himmler, 


Q What do you know about the events regarding the Rochm revolt on the 
30th of July, 193)? 

A | That a Roehm revolt was planned I fund out about when I was in Essen, 
where We were present at the wedding of Gauloiter Rochtie During the wedding 
ceremony Himaler reported to the Fuehrere Later the Fuehrer confided in the 
Reichsmarshel and told hin about the plans of Roehm, 

Q Do you also know what he told him? 

A TI can only say that what Himmler told the Fuchrer was also brought to 
the knowledge of Goeringe 

Q Do you know any details? 


No, I do not know any more details, but that is sufficiente 


A 
Q What directives did Goering receive? 
A 


The Fuchrer directed Goering, after the wedding, to return to Berlin 


at ones, aul the Fuchrer want to Southern Germany to investigate these reports 


personally, 


Q When was that wedding? 


A, 7 e A 
& Sa far as I remember, that was two days before the Roehm putsche 


Q Do you know whether on the day- after: the Roehm putsch, tho Reiehsmarghal : 


was to see Hitler? 
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A Noe The Reichsmarshal wasin Berline We returned, the same cvening to 
Berlin. N 

Q Yes, and on the day after the Roehm putsch, after the 30th? 

A The Reichsmarshal was in Berlin. | i 

Q Do you know anything about whether there was a conversation between him 
and Hitler? 

A Yes. I remember that the Reichsmarshal drove to the Reich Chancellery to 
report several things to the Fuehrcr, especially that the Reichsmarshal had been 

+ 


informed that on that occasion innocent people also could have been, or were the 


victims, Thorefors, +- muted to ask the Fuchrer to stop the whole action 


+... wulately, 


Q Was that done? 

A Yes, that was donce 

Q In what form, or in what mamor? 

A After the report of the Reichsmarshal to the Fuchrer, the Fuchrer 
personally issued directives that no wild actions should take place any more, that 
the actions were finished, and if any guilty people wore found they would be sent 
to courts, which had to decide whether any action should be taken against the nen 
or not. 

Q Do you know anything, or can you tell us somethihg about whether the 
Reichsmarshal had anything to do with the action of the 8th and 9th of November, 
1938, against the Jews? 

No, the Reichsnarshal had nothing to do with it and had no idea of it, 
How do you know? 

À Because I was with the Reichsmarshal on the 9th of November in Munich, 
and on the same evening we went to Berlin. ff the Reichsnarshal had known 
anything, undoubtedly he world have told Hea or those who were around hina He had 
no idea. 

Q When did he find out about it? 

He found out shortly before he arrived at Berlin, at the Anhalte Station 
at Berlin, 

Q Through whon? 


Through his adjutant. 


TT 
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Q And what was his attitude when he got this information? 

A He was furicus when he reccived that report, because he rejected the 
entire action as such. By 

Q nd what did he do about it? 

A He got in touch with the Fuchrer immediately, in order to demand that 
this action be stopped innecdiately,. r 

Q Which task did you have within the franework of the Four-Year Plan? 

A Iwas Chief of the Office of the Four-Year Plan, 

Q Which jobs did you have? : 

& To head the office, supervise the work, 

Q How did the Four-Year Plan cone about? When was that, and how did it 
start? 

A The Four-Year Plan was proclained in October of 1936, but the history 
goes back to the nutritional crisis cf 1935~¢ In the fal of 1935 the 
Reichsmarshal reecived the order=- 

THE PRESIDENT s Witness, try not to go quite so fast. It is very difficult 


tec get the translaticn. 


THE WITNESS: Yes, sire 


& (Continuing) In the fall of 1935, the Roichsmarshal reecived the order 


from the Fuehrer to assure nutrition for the German people since, because of the 
bac harvest of 193) anc 1935, that was in dengere We were short abcut two 
million tons of bread grain and several hundred thousand tons of fat, which had to 
be procured some way or ancthor. p 

The Reichsmarshal solved this problem satisfactorily, and that-caused the 
Fuehrer to ask hin for suggestions as to how the entire German economy could be 
reorganized. These propcsals were werked out at the first of the year 1936, and 
during the summer were presented to the Fuchrer. 

On the basis of these proposals, the Fuehrer had the idea of the Four-Year 
Plan, which he proelained on the occasion of Party Day in 1936. On the 18th of 
October, 1936, the Fuchrer issued a decree which appointed the Reichsmarshal 
Plenipotentiary for the Four-Year Plane 

Q What were the purposes connecter with the Four-Year Plan? 


A As I said before, to reform and reorganize the German economy, The main 


-5705- 





12 LARP Stel MaD AM 
H0081 —0024 


task was to increase Gorman cxport as much as possible, and to supplement 
exports so as to inerease the production of agriculture e 


Q Was the Four-Year Plan a means of rearmament? 


A Of course, it also served for the reestablishment or the rebuilding of 


the German Wehrmacht, the Army. 


Q Did the Fouretear Plan have anything to do with manpower? 


A Yese Within the FoureYear Plan a Plenipotentiary for Manpower was 


appointed, He was the former President of the Reichsamt, President Syrup. 

Q “hen was he appoihted? H s 

That wa at the beginning of the FoureYoar Plan, in the fall of 1936. 

What were his tasks in particular? 

He had to regulate the Arbeitseinsatz, so that the confusion which 
existed in the labor market could be endede 

Q How long did Syrup remain in office? 

A Syrup left in the spring of 1942, for reasons of iliness. 

Q Whe was his successor? 

successor was Gauleiter 
appointed Sauckel? 

Sauckel was appointed by the Fuchrere 

And what was his job? 

His main job as Plenipotentiary for the Arbeitseinsatz, manpower, was 
that he had the job to reculate manpower problense He was formally uncer the 
Plenipotentiary for the Four¥ľcar Plan, but her cecived his directives 
immediately from the Fuchrere 

Q In what manner did you work for that? 

A From the beginning, 1942, I had no more influence so far as manpower 
was concernec, since Sauckel recoived his directives from the Fuehror and 
exccuted them independently. 

Q Didn't you have any more negotiations with Sauckel? 

A Noe There had been no negotiations, so far as I romember, since he 
received his dircetives imiediately from the Fuchrere 

disposed of the manpower? — Who cistributed it? 


The labor offices, and thoy were under Sauckel, 
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What was the relationship betweon the Reichsmarshal and Himmler? 
t - 


Q 
A 


It was not a very gocd onee. Frequently there were tensions. 


nc ccnficenee between the two, 


DRe 
THE 


tal 


(No 


. STAHMER s I have no further questions. 


There was 


PRESIDENT: Do any other defendants? counsel wish to ask any questions? 


response) 


Do the prosecution wish to ask any questions? 


CROSS EXAMINATION 


BY WR, JUSTICE JACKSON: 


A 


Q 


In your testimony you made some referenees to a conference between 


Will you tell us when that occurred? 
That must have »eon in the summer of 1933. 
In the summer of ] Was that before or after the Reichstag 


That was after the Reichstag firee 


fire? 


dnd Thaclnann was accused in the Reichstag fire and acquitted by the 


I camot remenbor that very welle 


Do you reriember it at all? Do ycu remember that he was accused? 


I cannot remember that very well, whether he was accused, That nay bee 


Do you know whore he died? 


No, I don't know, 


Do you know that he was interned in Buchenwald after the Reichstag fire 


and remained there until ho died in 1944? Did you know that? 


A 


Q. 


Buchenwea 
Q 


A 


Yes, I remember that he was a victim of an air attack. 


ånd where was he when this air attack overtook him? 


here Thaclnann was? I did not quite understand the questione 
Where was he when he was a victim of an air attack? 

As much as I have heard, he was allegedly in the concentration 
de 


ånd how long had he been there? 


That I don't knows I have no knowledge of thate 
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Were you present at the conversation between Thaelmann and Goer ing? 
YeSe 
What did he complain about then in the concentration camp? 


About treatment duri ng interrogatic 


That was the only complaint he m 


as I can remombere The Reichsn iL asked him whether he 


had ‘geod food, and they were discussing everything, treatment and food, 
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ind Thaelmann foundno fault with the concentration camps 
except treatment during interrogatione 

Yes, as far as I remember, that was the main complainte 

Were the Communists regarded by the Nazis as enemies of the 
omuntry? 

A Yese 

And concentration camps, then, were built then to house 

Communists, among others, were they not? 


A 
4h 


they were known as enemies of the State. 
Were Jews 
Generally 
Recognized 
if a Jew was recognized as an enemy of the State he was 


enemy of the State. 


What was the test as to whether he was 


I cannot say in detail now. I was not chie 
do not kncw the 
3] Were you not with Coering ashis secretary curing the time he 
was chief of the Gestapo? 


I became State Secretary > Prussian 


State Ministry. 


And dicn't you have to do with @encentration camps uncer the 


Secret Polite as 


t to 


.sterialcivektor, Diehls, 
Did you know that in setting up the Secret State Police Goering 
sed SS men? 


I cannot remember that 
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You were a member of the SS, were you not? 
Yese 
nhat was your office in the SS? 
I never held any office in the SS. I was just a member of the 


Vere you not Obergruppenfuehrer? 
Yes, I was an SS Oberzruppenfuehrer. 
Now, as to these "wild" concentration camps, you were asked 
who set those wild concentraticn camps us, and I don't think you answered. 
Will you tell us about who set up the wild concentration camps ? 
I remember two campse In the casecf one, I know it was one 
openfuchrer Heines, in Breslaue 
Gruppenfuehrer of what? 
Sà Gruppenfuehrer Heines, in 


ther? 


ber in Stettin. 


fficial? 


And the 


nly enemies 


ence the Stato Secretary of she 
the State 
Diehls, 
abovt it? Did you 


soset State Police was 


Go not know the details 


vember 30, 1933 <= you don?t knew 
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A I do not remember that law nowe I would have to see it again. 

New, what was wrong with these concentration camps that they 
had to be closed wut? 

These wild concentration camps had been established without 
the approval of the Prussian Frime Minister and therefore he prohibited 
them immediately. 

That is the only reason, that they vere set up without his 

rity? 


I be Lieve, yese 


Immediately stopped, yese 

Gcering cid rot tolerate concentration camps that were not 

control end the Fuehrer backed hin up in it, is that right? 

Yese 

Now, irom time to time complaints came to you about the treate 

people in concentration camps, all during the time you were 

Goering, did there not? 

These -- yes, there were frequent complaints; that is truee 

Vhat dic they complain of? 

There was naturally -= 

Tell the Tribunal whet the complaints were that you had to 
Wit re 

Well, mostly they were relatives of the people who hac been 
ht to concentration camps and they asked for their releases or 
complaints because they thought they had reasons that these people 
been brought to the concentration camp unjustifially. 

That is, that they were innocent people, innocent of any 

of fense? 
The relatives asserted thate 


Did you do anything to get them released from concentration 
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T he Reichsmarshal had ordered that all complaints had to be con» 
sidered and investigated, and it was imucdiately donc, 


Q 4nd did you find that many of these people were innocent, or did you 


find that they were guilty? 


If there was a case among them were Somebody had been brought into a 
concentration camp and he was innocent, he was released immeciately, 


Q and to whom was the communication given, that he had been found 


innocent and was to be releasod from the concentration camp? 


r 


Tnat was sent to the Secret State Police, Cestapo, 


Q What at the Secret State Police? Who was the man you communicated 


with? 


Whoever was competent in these matters, In detail, I do not know, 


The chief, as far as I rancmbur, was first Heydrich and then Kaltenbrunner and 


Qe, 


then Muellcr, 


Q Goering was on good terns with all of those, was he not? 
Yes, 
Welleacquainted with all of those men? 
Well-acquainte:, of course, 


Now, when you say that Gocring obtained the release of people from 


concentration camps, are you talking about just one or two eases or did he 


obtain the release of a good many people? 


Throughout the yers, of course; there were several Cases == a number 


of cases, 
Q What do you mean by "several"? 


Well, I carnot tell the number n We «at any rate, there was quite a 


cases where people had been released 


Did you find any where the people were guilty when you investigated? 


If they ccule not be released, then tiey were guilty, 
“ho decided that? 


1 k al 
That, as 
? 


decided by the chief of the Secret State 


Well, then, what did you do in requesting thcir release? pid you 
he Secret Police that you disagreed with their conclusion that the man 
was guilty, or did Goering siz 


nply order the man released or request his release? 


Stan 
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No, they wcre told what reason there was that the man should be re- 
leased, 
Q Do you know of any instance in which Goering requested the release 
of a person from a concentration comp where it wns not granted? 
I cannot say that now. TI have to think it over -== think about Sta 
0 You carti recall any today, can you, in which Gocringts word ree 
questing a release was not honored? 
àt this moment I cannot renember any particular case, 
Q How many people were rut in concentration camps as a result of the 
Rochm revolt? 
That I cannot say eithcr, 
How many peo; le were killed as a result of it? 
I cannot say that from menory any more, iis far as I know, these 
figures were published 2t the time, 
Q Well, would it be a couple of hundred people that were Kalle: for it? 
I would not 1li:e to state a figure, because I may be wrong, 
Well, it was a very large nunber of people, wasnit it? 
t a very large number. The number was pub- 
lished 2 i im One could investigate that and find Oute 
Q Well, why did the tciehsmarshal want Hitler to stop punishing the 
People who had been a party to the Rochm revolt? 
I did not quite understand the question, 
I understood your testimony to be that the Reichsmars al went to 
Hitler at some tine and wanted this campaisn agninst people who were in the 
Roehm revolt stopped. And I want to iznow why he wanted it stopped? 
So as te prevent the suffer ing oï innocent pe ple, so that only the 


absolutely guilty snould be ciucht and runished Jt vas clear that during 


that action one or th: ob Yr woul ike to take perc wal z cenge and do away 


with his personal ena y, and in order stop that, tris action should be 
stopped immediately and only regular courts p upon tie matter, 
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Q Who was in charge of the selection sf the people who were shct or 
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otherwise killed as a result of the Reel. revolt? 


A The Fuchrer personally ordered ite 

Q And the Reichsmarshal had sufficient influence to stop that imnediately 
when he complained? F 

A ht that time, yes, the Reichsmarshal had absilutely that influence. 

Go JA comecticn with this Four Ycar Plan, you say that it was its 
function to regulate the confusicn in the labor market? 


Yese 


Q New, you represented the Reichsnarshal in ma y meetings, did ycu not? 


Q And was not one of your functic-ns to get prisoners of war to work in 


the armament industry end other industries that needed labor? 


Q You never had anything to do with that? 
A The job potential for the Four Year Plan Comanded, of course, prisoners 
cf war for Arbcitscinsatz, 
Q You attended many meetings when that was discussed, cid you not? 
J Å 3 
I could not recall that frorn neryo 
Q Did you report to the Reichsmarshal what hannened at these meetings? 
J PS a ~ 
A If questions of a rencral nature were discussed, always a report was 
O 3 u t 
and presented to tl ichsmarshale 
Q You were a member of the Central Planning Board, were you not? 


And you wore representing on that Board the Reichsmarshal? = 

Noe I cid not represent the Reichsmarshal, It was a croup of three 

men == Specr, the Field Marshal, and myself, Central Planinc was created in 

the spring of 

Q Who appointed you? 

The three of us were appointed to the Central Planning Board, 
appointed you? 

much as I remember, it was Gooringe c 


and you reported to hi, did ycu not, what cecurrec from time to tine? 
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A The Central Planning Board was nothing else than an institution to 


s 


distribute raw matorialsa We met every three months in order to establish the 


contingents for the forthcortins quarter care The Four Year Plan, tcrether with 


the Ministry cf Economy, tock care of that, and lator the Central Planning Board, 

Q Now, do you want us to understand that the Central Planning Board only 
met every three months? 

A’ Yes, about, Only in very rere cases it was called again, especially 
if there were urgent problems to be so` vede I remerber one case where 
agriculture did not get enough nitrogen and there was danger that i f the quota 
of nitrogen was toc small, agricultural production would suffer. We then asked 
for a discussion, which tock place in the Central Plenning Board. 

Q Weuld you testify that Sauckel cid not report to the Central Planning e! 
Board at a meoting at which you were present that cut of all the labor that cane 
to Germany—-only 200,000 came voluntarilyæ==out of the millions who cone only 
200,000 came voluntarily? 

A TI can not rember that, 

Q Do yu say that the Central Planning Board never discussed labor 
questions? 

A No, in the Contral Planning Board, only the demands for labor wore also 
teken inte consideration, and the institutions which got the raw matorials 
demanded also the workers which they needed, anc the figures were given tc us and 
were forwarded to the Plenipotentiary °- the Arbeitseinsatz Front. 

prisoners of war? z 

A In that the Central Planning Board was not interested at all, because 
the Central Plan ning Board only cot gcneral figures of workers, For instance, 
a branch cf an industry was short somar’-so many thousand workers, and that was 
put with the demands for raw materials, 

What about concentration camp labor? 
distribution cf labor was c -ne by thelabor cfficcs. Central 
Planning hac nothing to do with thate 
Q Are you familiar with a lettor dated 9 March 19h, reciting that = 


36,000 conecntration camp prisoners were now being used end wanting an increase 


to 90,000? 
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I do not know about these denands 
Q Do you know about the use of l+-ssian prisoners of war in manning anti- 
aircraft suns? 
A Nee 
Q After Goering closed the wild concentration comps, as you call then, 
cic you know that the number of concentraticn camps increased very greatly in 
Gernany? 


not knoWe Wha poned after they were turned over to 


Himiler is beyond my knewledre.e may ib hata large nunber cf concentration 
GA Å 


camps was cstablished thone 


about Goering's relations with Himler? Whath c 


A Because I could cbserve that ecntinuc uslys Geering once has spoken & out 
it, and I could observe. that relaticns were in no way j) 
Do you knew about the appointnent of Kaltenbrunner as head of the 
Austrian State Police after the Anschl? 


Oe 


Do you know who obtained that appointment for Kaltenbrunner? 


ich on the nirht or nights 
ots in German 


there also? 


do you want to say 


on 9 November from Munich to Borlin, and Goebbels eculd not De 
Why cculd he not be there? 
Because the Reichsmarshal, with his people, in his train, went to Berlin, 


mean, Cid you know that Goeb cls was in Munich before these 


leS, that I found out lateor——that Goebbels was in Munich, All National 
Socialist leaders were in Munich } Novem! vas a day when everybody mete 
Q dnd Goebbels spoke in Munich, “id he not? On the Jowish qQuesticn that 


nicht? 
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A That I do net know, I do not “mow that specche 


Q Goering was thore to attend the necting of the National Socialist 


leacers, was he not? 


A . 


A Yes, on 9 November the ontire 1 teacdership cf the Naticnal Socialist 
Porty met in Muniche That was a gonoral necting every year, 
and Gooring attonded regularly? 
Of course he dic. 
and ycu did? 
I cid also, YOSe 
Hess attonded? 
id, all National Socialist leaders, if it wa 
participate, always participated cn this da Nobody ever was 
any special cuties to 
‘efendants in the 
Ribbentrop, surcly. 
Koitel? 
A I assune so, I do not knowe I have nover seen Kaltenbrunner because 
Kaltenbrunner got into the public service only during the last years, and 


during the ] years, these nectines cid not, take place quite in the same 


Of ccurse, as 
and Frick? 
Surely, certainly Frank and Frick. Not curinz the lat years, I don't 
think soe Before that he certainly parvicipatod. 
Q Which was that, curing the lest years? 
kn Wy Streicher cic not participate durin 
or BUC 
Was participating alone in Vovenmber 1938 when these Jewish uprisings 
Were, was he not? 
A I believe so, beesuse at that tine Streicher was in Nurnber¢. 
He was very active, was he nct? 
I did not understand the question quite correctly. 
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He was very active in the anti-Jewish natters, was he not? 

Yes, that was genorally known. 

ånd did you see Funk at those meetings? 

I believe that Funk was frequently at these meetings. 

What was the subject considered at this meeting of 9 November, the 
nicht of the Jewish uprising? 

# F do not know that anything was talked about that, because there was 
always a fixed program on that day, and I dc not know anything about that, and I 
do not think the Reichsmarshal knew anything about that. 

Q Whe was the adjutant who informed him on his arrival the next morning 
that something had happened during the night? 

å I can not say that anymore because the adjutant changed. I only knew 
that an adjutant camo and made the report, 
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what did he say that happened? 

i He reported that during the night excesses against the Jews 
had taken place and that these excesses were ecntinuinz; that windows 
were broken; merchandise thrown into the streets; and so cn, and Goering 
was infuriated. 

What was he infuriated abcut? 

About all these excesses. 

You mean that he was taking the part of the Jews? 

äbcut the entire actione 

You mean that he was taking the part of the Jews? 

Goering always had a different attitude about the Jewish question. 

F You just tell us what it was; you go as far as you want; tell 
us what his attitude wase 

His attitude was always a moderate one toward the Jews. 

Such as fining them a billion Réichsmarks right after the fire; 
right after these outrages? You know that he cid that, don’t you? 

Yese That hac been demanded by the Fuehrer. 

‘ You know that the Fuehrer is dead, don't you? Do you know that 
for a fact? 

Yes, I know he is deade 

$ That is generally understood, is it not, among all of you 
that the Fuehrer is dead? 

YeS, yeSe 

= So the Fuehrer ordered the Reichsmarshal to levy a billion- 

Reichsmark fine? Who ordered the confiscation of the insurance. 
Yes. 
; tho ordered the confiscation of the insurance of the Jews a 
few days after this assault? 
That I don't know. I don't know the details any more. 
Don't you remember that that was Goering's order? 
I do not recall ite I do not recall it now, 
Ş Why did Voering go to Hitler to get this stopped? Why did he 


not go to the head of the police, which is supposed to prevent crime? 
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A Of course he went to the highest chief so that an authorative 
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order could be given that the excesses shculd stop immediately. 
S Did he have any idea who had started them? 
A It was talked about, the fact that Goebbels allegedly had caused 
these excesses, 
Did he knw that the Gestapo and SS also participated? 
I don't know. As much as I know the SS did not participate. 
Did the Gestapo? 
Nos I don't know anything about that. 
So he went to Hitler to complain about Goebbels inciting thesd 
riots,; is that the fact? 
h Yes, that is correcte 
$ So thathe knew the next morning that these riots had been 
incited by members of the government against the Jews? 
A Yes. 


é You were interrogated at Obersalzberg, the interrogation center, 


on the hth of October of last year by Dre Kempner of our staff, were 


you not? 
Yese 
And you stated in the beginning of your interrogation that yu 
would not give any testimony against your former superior, Reichsmarshal 
Goering, and that you regarded Goering as the last big man of the 
rennaissances the last creat example cf a man from the rennaissance period; 
that he had „iven you the biggest job of your life and it would be 
unfaithful and unleyal to give any testincny a,ainst him; is that what 
you said? 
Yes, yes; that is just about what I said. 
4nd that is still your answer? 
A Yes. 
WRe JUSTICE J..CKSON: No further questions. 
TSE PRESIDENT: Do any other members of the prosecution wish to 
examine this witness? 
BY GENERAL RUDENKO: 
Perhaps you can remember, Mre Witness, about the conference of 
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political leaders in the occupied countries and territories which took 
place on the 6th of August, 1942, under the presicency of defendant 
Goering, 
I can not remember what conference that should have beene 
> Perhaps you can recall, as a result of this conference on the 
6th of August, that you directed to all the ministers the minutes of 
this meeting, in which in the appendix to the minutes it was mentioned 
how much food stuffs and other raw materials should be furnished to 
Germany? 
Offhand I can not remember the whole thing. 
I present a document to you which is signed by you and which 
serves proof of evidence of this meetings 
emember this, 
You remember that ycu sent out this document, don't you? 
‘ocument it is clear that certain ficures 
be sent to Germany from France, 1,200,000 
from the Netherlan's; from Norway; 
of grain had to be sent to Germany; and so 


of 


he occupied territories had to 
help wi.th pied territories quotas were established 
which they could fiij: wat is to ay, if they were not in a position 
to fill these quotas 
You were sayin: omething about 
No, I have not said pilleginge It was wmderstood that the 


territories had to help also with respect to food 


that the occupied countries had to participate? 


occupied countries 


I did not quite get that question. 
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» thet is quite evidente Here, I want to ask you anbther ques- 
tion in connection with thise You donit recognize that this was 
pillaging, but don't you recall that Goering himself -- 

A No, that could not have been e 

Goering hinself at the same meeting, during this meeting which 
you recall now, said in his acdress that he is going to pillage ageressively 
the occupied territories; you don't remember his expression about 
pillaging ag ressively? 

A No, thet expression I do not knows 

G Noy you don't remember. Perhaps you can recall that at the same 
meeting, acdressing those leaders of the occupied countries, that he 
told them that, "You are sent there not to work for thewelfare of the 
pecple you are in charge of, but you are sent there in order to pump out 
from thatcountry everything that is possibles" Do you remember that 
statement by the Defendant Goering? 

A No, I can nob remember that statement. 

You cannot remember? 

VOe 

And you don't recall any lengthy correspondence between Goering 
and “tosenberg in which tosenberg insisted on the fact that all functions 
relative to the economic exploitation of th occupied territories of the 
Soviet Union should be taken away from the economic military organs 
and should be handed over to the ministry headed by Rosenberg? 

A No, I do not recall that letter. 

You don't knewe And in connecticn with this you don't remember 
that this correspondence finally didn't settle the questions; still didn't 
settle the questiion? 

I don't know about that correspendences; at least I have not 


seen ite 


You don't know anything, do ycu? In 19 don't you recall that -- 


OR. STAHMERs I would like to point out one thing: The interrogation 
is incomplete and hard to understand; we do not understand the questions 
in part ourselves. 

GENERAL RUDENKUs Rvyidently I think that it is not up to meg it is 


not my fault if the witness does not get all my questing. 
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BY GENERAL RUDENOs 
F Don't you recall that in 194i, after the Red Army had driven 
the German troops from the Ukraine, Goering wrote to Rosenberg in settling 
the question relative to the econcmic exploitation of the Ukraine, stating 
it should be pestponed until a mre opportune time, and Goering mentioned 
the second seizure of the Ukraine and other Soviet territories. Is that 
whet he had in mind? 
That is sunposed to have happened in 193)? 
In 19 lhe 
Yo, I can nct remember that, 
I shall not argue about it. 
GEN"RAL RUNENKO: Evidently, lr. President, you consider it necessary 
to adjourn nowe I have a few more questions, but I consider it would 
be convenient to rcsume after the acjournnent. 
Se 


(A recess was taken until 1400 h urs). 
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Official transcript of the International 
Military Tribunal in the matter of the 
United States of America, the French Re= 
public, the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland, and the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics against 

Hermann Wilhelm Goering et al, Defendants, 
sittin. at Nurnberg, Germany, on 12 March 
1946, 1400-1700, Lord Justice Lawrence 
presidinge 

THE PRESIDENT: The Court will adjourn at 4:30 today. 
BY GENERAL RUDENKOs 

Q Witness, I intend to give you a document which consists of a letter 
from the secretary in charge of the foreign affairs dealing with occupied 
countries, which is Document USSR 74. I want you to recollect whether 
you have ever seen this document and whether you have ever received the letter 
contained in that document, 

AS you see, this document begins with the words: 

"Honorable State Secretary, Dear Party Comrade." 

The letter deals with the Nazification and the application of economic 
measures, 

4 I am taking notice of this document. I am taring it for granted that 
I have received this docum it. 

Q Yes, you have received this; it is quite obvious, It is quite 
clear that the letter dealt with the question of having a special meeting 
under your chairmanship. Thus, is my conclusion correct that you were a 
very close assistant of defendant Goering on the question of the application 
of the Nazi economic measures and economic leadership? 

å Yes, at the conference mentioned, 

Q Do you affirm that defendant Goering at plenipotentiary of the Four 
Year Plan was at the head of both the civilian and the military organs which 
dealt with the economic exploitation of those occupied territories which 
Germany had and that in these economic measures you were nis closest assistant, 
Do you affirm or deny this? 

A This conference wich is mentioned in this document never took place, 
The problsn of collaboration which arose of the econumic activity of the 
occupied countries was met, and we never had this conference, 
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Q This was permitted not because of the circumstances that depended 
on you but because of the oncoming offenses of the Red Army, was it not so? 

A I did not understand the question clearly enough in order to answer 
ite 

Q You say that the question has not been Solved. I am telling you: 
isn't it a fact that the problem had not been solved because of the Red 
Army and not because of any decision or volition on your parte 

A I believe at the time when this lefter was sent there was no influence 
of this kind felt. The question which had been touched of the comprehensive 
orgenization of economic matters in occupied territories did not actually 


materialize because other influences and circumstances were against it, 





TU 


Q I do not plan to discuss this with you right now, these questions, 


% 
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but you still have not answered my last question, I am asking again, do you 
assert tht Goering as the Plenipotentiary of the Four Year Plan was at the 
head of both the civilian and the military German organs which dealt with 

the economic exploitation of all the occupied territories? And do you affirm 
or deny that you were his nearest and closest assistant? 

ås far as exploitation of occupied countries is concerned, we cannot 
deal with it in this manner, The Four Year Plan had the possibility to be 
connected with the occupied countries, but it was only done if it was absolute- 
ly necessary, In generzl it was concerned with internal problems, and those 
offices which in the occupied countries took care of economic matters were 
militery or civil agencies, In the Fast, Rosenberg was concerned with this 
only if there was = matter between the military and the economic, or between 
departments at home if there was a dispute or a disagreement the Four Year 
Plan coul? be drawn in. The Reichsmarshal in those cases could make special 
decisions, but that was in very, very few cases, 

at this conference that was mentioned tocay about occupied countries 
having to help supply foodstuffs for Europe, we had the right, since in the 
occupied territories, not only the East but also in the West, we put in many 
new developments in the line of agriculture, In the West I can point out == 

Q (Interposing) What law are you discussing? 

I speak of the right which Germany had to take part in the economic 
produce, because we put in many new developments in these countries. I would 
like to point out in the East, the regions which had been completely devastated, 
which had ro seed, no machines, and with greatest difficulty == 

Q (Interposing) Who gave that right to the Germans? 

A We speak of the right if we occupy a country and build it up to 
take part in the surplus, for all of Europe knew what countries we had occupied, 
and we knew the cares and problems that we had in the occupied countries, 
o) I ask you once more, where did the Germans get the right? 


I am not a jurist, Therefore, I cannot answer the question, 


I am talking again about the German rights, 


I am speaking only of the natural right that if we did any developing 


that we could share in the profits of this developing work, 
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Q What did you do when you annihilated and plundered the territory? 
Germany did not devestate these countrivs, especially not in an 
agricultural country, In fact, we instituted great developments, In the 
West I remember that part of France was completely devestated == 
THE PRESIDENT: (Interpyosing) Witness, you are going too fast. Can't 
you see the light? 
I beg your pardone 
In the West we cid great developing services, so that through German 
organization, the Reichsland, we rebuilt these areas and repatriated French 


people to this territory and gave than the possibility to again function as 


easants and to share in the agricultural production of the country, In the 


t we found territories which, through the efforts of the wer, had been 
damaged greatly, There were no more machines existing. Everything had been 
taken away by the Russians, and all agricultural imp..cmants had been taken 
away cr had been destroyed, There we had to start with the most elementary 
and primitive ways to start agriculture again, 

But it was possible. inithe years of our occupation in the East to 
reinstate -griculture, German initiative and German machinery is to be thanked 
for this tas 
BY GENERAL RUDENKO: 

9 The German initiative also included a considerable number of con- 
centration camps established in the occupied countries, Did that not also 
cover the extent of the German initiative? 

I was not concerned with that problem and cannot say anything about 

I do not know about, 

You are not sufficiently informed on concentration camps? It appears 
that you are quite well iiformed, or appear to be, on other economic measur es 
as well as other social measures within the occupied territories, 


Naturally I know quite a bit about the 
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rehabilitation of a-sricultural areass 

You still say you know nothing abcut concentration camps? 

Th-t's risht. Iwas not concerned with these matters, 

The fact that millions of persons were being annihilcted by 
the German occupati n authorities =- about that you know nothing? 

L No; 4 know nothing zbcut that. 

You know nothing about that? 
I have just found that cut nowe 
Oniy now? 
GENRAL RUDENKO; Theis all, 
BY DR. BOEM (Counsel fcr the Si) 
lire Witness, do you know that Heines was Chief of Police at 
Breslau? 

THE PRESIDENT: I asked cefendantst counsel at the end of the 
examination by Dre Stahmer whether they wished to ask any questions, and 
they said they in't offcr to ax any questions. Therefore, it is not 

your turn now to ask any questi ns, 

Dte BOEH': I must say through the speech of lr, Jackson that there 
was a point raised which I did not know of before, anc that is the 
person of the Chief of Folice, ir. Heines, I request that I may be 
permitted to put two cor three questions to the witness so that this que s- 
ti-n which we are concerned with may be clarifiec. 

THE FRESITENT: Very well. ie hope you won't take too long. 

I will try to be brief, iir, President. Thank y Ue 
BY OR. BOEHM: 
Vitness, do you knew that Heines was Chief of Police at Breslau? 
Y2Se 
You further know that as such tho prisoners of Sreslau were 
under his jurisdiction? 
Yese 

Do you further know that in the time at issue at which this 

Lager was erected, the Police prisons were overcrowded? 


That I don't know, I gust mention the case of Heines as one of 
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the camps which was established without the knowledge of the Defense 


winistrye 
Q Then do you know that Heines established this camp only in 
his capacity as Chief of Police? 
Yes, that may bee 
Thank you very muche 
PRESIDENT: Dre Stahmer, have you any questions to ask? 
STAHMER: I have no further questions to put to the witness, 


PRESIDENT: Then the witness wan retire. 
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(ALBERT KESSELRING, a witness, took the stand and testified 

as follows): 
BY THE FRESIDENT: 

Will you tell me your name? 

Albert Kesselring. 

Will you repeat this oath after me; 

I swear by God, the Almighty and Omniscient, that I will 
speak the pure truth, and will withhold and add nothing? 

(The witness repeated the oath). 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY “ite STAHMER: 

Witness, since wheh do you belong to the Luftwaffe? 

Since January 10, 1933. 

What rank did you have when you came into the Luftwaffe? 

A Up until that time I was colonel and a commanding officer of 
the artillery in Dresdene Then I was retired and as a conmander of the 
Luftwaffe I went on from there, 

i You worked on the development of the Luftwaffe? 

A In the first three years I was chief of the administrative office 


and with the General Staff, andthen was useful in allied fields. 


-5729— 





ANARAN 


Did the development of the İuftwaffe procecd for defense or 
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The German Luftwaffe was purely a weapon of defenses I must 
add that each plane, as well as the total Luftwaffe, in their nature is 


of course an offensive weapon. Even in ground fighting if offensive 


without defensive is without Success, then in the case cf the Luftwaffe 


it is the same in a more intensified manner e 

The Luftwaffe has its aims in a deep space, immaterial from defense 
or from attack, and this realization was with the eichsmarshal and his 
Faneralses 

It is clear that in the developing of an air force from the beginning 
only the lishter craft are developed or usec as the first constructions. 
Therefore, up until the year 1936 we had 37 light airplanes, Stukas, 
fighbers, and a few others, some old models, but they were models which 
werenct fit for bombat. 

Ve may represent the attitude that the defense with thes. light 
craft can be successfully done, but I would like to cite the contrary 
example and point to the end of the WorH Yar where the German defensive 
air force was beatan uz by the opposite air force. 

THE MiESINEN Dre Stahmer, the Tribunal thinks the witness is 


dealing in far too great detaile 





TO, 


A I will cmtinue, The offensive airforce was absent, We had no 
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fighter planes until 1937 or 1938, and these fighters which were brought 
later had neither the range nor the fuel to serve as a weapon of conquest or 
an offensive weapon. We had no h-moter jobs. 

Q You were active in the attack on Warsaw? 

A I was chief of Luftflotte 1 and led this attack, 

Q Was this attack, according to the then given military situation, 
justified and how was this attack carried through? 

A There were several attacks made on Warsaw. Warsaw was, according 
to German attitudes and conceptions, a fortress and also was being defended 
by air. Our hypotheses of the Hague Convention were not present in that case, 

The first phase of the attack against Warsaw, according to the operative 
basis of the Luftflotte, was to combat a hostile airforce and the prepared 
airfields which were in the vicinity, and according to my opinion these attacke 
were justified, 

In the second phase we were concerned with the operative movements, or 
changes, of the Poles. I would like to add that Warsaw was the central point 
of that part of Poland and we received news that ground troops and railroad 
stations were heavily supplied. Air attack against these movenents was 
decreed and put throughe It was directed at railway depots and bridges of 
the Vistula, 

I would like to add that from my point of view the execution of this 
attack by Stukas and fighter planes was justified -- and I was in agreement 
with this -- because the precision attack of these weapons was presupposed and 
because we were mainly intent on war targets. 


The third phase was concerned with the shooting of Warsaw, This attack 


was made by the army, and the air arm was used as a Supplementary part. I 


myself was over Warsaw, and after each bombing attack I spoke with the men 
who took part, and can give personal reports as to this, that every thing 
humanly possible was done to hit military targets only and not to hit civil 
targetse 

Q Then, comprehensively, can you certify that these attacks were made 


because of military necessity completely? 
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A Tese 

Q Were you also present at the attack on Rotterdam? 

A As chief of airfleet No, 2 and the right wing, I made this attack 
against Holland, France, and had the air infantry corps under my command, 
General Student had pursued this attack and he is the only personality who 
saw the position of the ground troops, and the support by air was given to 
the Fourth Air Corpse The smallest troop units were made into groups which 
were to be deployed. The deployment and the execution and disposition took 
place completely and solely according to tactical requirements, according 
to technical possibilities. The demands on General Student were made very 
soon and came soon to my command. i 

Preparations were made acco. ding to plan and with case. The troops 
knew about the situation and the possibility of change at Rotterdam and that 
the Reichsmarshal might intervene. We knew about this, We also knew that 
Panzer divisions were approachinge The target was singular and we knew all 
the details. The target was not to cause amy difficulty, seeing we were all 
experienced. There was a connecting line between the general of my staff 
and the other staffs. We all knewjust what was going on, and this 
communication and connection was disturbed perhaps shortly, since all 
commands came from me or the Reichsmarshal. Owing to this line of communicatio 
and the then existing state of technology, there was a possibility of keeping 
the tactical connection between the ground troops and the air arm. Then 
the customary connection as far as Signals were concerned was regulated and 
there was to be no difficulty from that score. 

Q That was the order, that the situation and target was to be== 

A I myself never had a personal doubt that the attack'was to be carried 
through, only perhaps whether it would have to be repeated under certain 
circumstances, 

To clarify the question: if we know the personality of this general 


and the technique of his leadership, his clear demands, we can count on 


the execution of this air plan, This attack was carried through according 


to plan and in time, and our knowledge that everything was under control was 


complete e 





BSE 0. 


We had the report that further attacks were not necessarye The men in 


charge of the Luftflotte during these three days of combat in Holland were 
kept posted on all matters, and the Reichsmarshal, especially on the third 
day, that is, the date on which I an talking of now -= he intervened in 

the leadership of it and did everything that could be done from a position 
of such high leadership. I cannot recall a report that the bombing. attack 
was not in accordance with the course of events of the tactical situation, 

Q Have there been bombings while capitulation talks were in progress? 
> There was no report to the office, and the squadron which was 
above Rotterdam had no such information. It might have been that there 
was confusion in Rotterdam itself, confusion about which I know nothing, and 
+ don't know of the agreements that were made between General Student and 
the Holland people, At a conference which I attended later I could not 
carry through, because the General had a brain injury. 

If the attack -= this is my inner conviction == is not what it should 
have been, then I am very sorry. As a soldier of twenty-two years, as 
an artillery man, as a flyer, and a8 a man òf long leadership I would like to 
state here emphatically that if this took place, this case is to be counted 
among those which is really an accident of war, and if the outside world does 
not know it, it happens to every country and much more frequently than ae 
would expect. 

Q How can we say that many fires originated in the city? 

4& According to the report, I was impressed, and this is something of 
experience, that in this war devastations did not take part so much through 
bombing as through fire. I am very sorry to say a bomb hit a power magazine 
for oil and the fire was spread that way. After the attack, after a state 
of capitulation had been declared,the fire fighting should have stopped 


the fire. 
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What military consequences tid this attack have? 

The immediate consequence was the capitulation of troops. General 
Wenninger, who had been air chief, w:.s with me, and he told me the immediate 
consequences of that was the capitulation of the Dutch Army. 

“n November, 1940, did you lead the attack on Coventry? 

J have, douctlessly, as chief of the air forces, too, participated 
in that attack. At the moment, I crnnot say whether Air Force 3 was not 
there toc, but I did it, 

What was the purpose of tie attack? 

Conventry was, according toc cur files, target files; with the 
archieves of the commander in chief of the air force, it was a typical 
industrial center and we called it "KleineEssen," (little essen). These 
files, archives, have been compilec by experts, engineers, officers very 
carefully and uethodically and they contained cards, maps, and key 
points, descriptions, etc. These cutails were known to me and the 
tro ps very thorouchly, -- besides Jeneral Wennin;-er, who I mentioned 
before, who was responsible very often to the troops about the particular 
targets and the effectiveness of their operations. 

The preparaticns of attack werc very methocical, extraordinarily so. 
I have myself assisted and Supervisei, and the heich Uarshal himself 
has exanined these preparsti.nse In the case of Coventry the conditions 
were very sinple, since the nights -resented good weather conditions and 
without radio navigation we could find Coventry. When the target dis- 
tribution of Coventry was simple one could see what one could hit, so 
that the missing of the targets wes impossible, practically impossible, 
but the bombing itself depends on the same rules and all the basic 
statistics of all shooting by weapous. During the war this experience 
was extraordinary and the particul-r characteristics of the air bombard- 
ment has to be added, that in particular cases a whole area has to be 
considered s a target and thereby a natural broadening of the target as 
2 consequences . All bombings under the orders of the OB. De wore 
examined the next dayby photography, the taking of pictures, where the 
bombs landed subsequently. As I said, and as I said about “otterdam, it 


is not so that the bombs destroyec the target but the destruction of the 


-57354- 





UMN WI 
H0081 -0053 


of the target was caused by fire, fire started by bombse I do not know 
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if I should nct add some moree The Convention of the Hague has taken 
into consideraticn aerial warfare to a very small extent. It is quite 
sure, that, too, if a target shuld be avoided, the hi:nest offtce had 
to issue directives which wis the t: sis of the presse of the Convention 
of the Hague, and the literature which was pudiished after takes into 
account the particular characteristics of the air force. The target was 
consiccred by us admissible according to international law. Itdid not 
exclude that from our side, and in articular cases, examinations and 
investigations were made, and in detail, however, we have assumed the 
responsibility that our organization was ordered, by personal visite, 
to take care of the preparation of the bombings, the target designation 
and the meteorological details so <=: hodically so that a very high amunt 
cf exactness could be expectede 
In the case of Cowentry, I was very hapey that this had been selected 

for the sinple reason that here the.-e offerec itself a target which was 
not to be hit by a terror attack but an inportant military <bjective. 

STABVER; I have no more questions. 

IuESIUENT: “oes any other defense counsel wish to ask questions? 

LATERNSER: Dre Laternser, counsel for the General Staff and 
the OK. 
BY Dike LATERNSER: 

Witness, since when were you commander in chief of an army 
group? 

Commander in chief of an army group, I was that’ since September, 
1942, after I had been commander in chief of the troops, andI had cer- 
tain experiences on tactical questi -nse 

That is to say, the army voup which you led was in Italy? 

The army group was in the Meditteranean area, 


You heard of ths group of the General Staff andthe OKW, as 


prosecution has called them, you have probably heard about that? 


I have one third question. What does one mean in speaking about 


German General Staff, that is to say, of the individual parts of th 
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Wehrmacht? 
The General Staff of the individual parts of the Wehrmacht 
represents a group of those officers within the part of the Wehrmacht 
who as assistants of the leadership, have to carry part cf the respon- 
sibility. 
Would you like to tell us how this group was ccnstituted within 
the air force and what offices were included? 
The General Staff of the àir Forces was rarallel to the 
General Staff of the army and it was equal to vhat just like one after 
the other. The General Staff consisted of the central office, of Fuehrunys 
Stab (Leadership Office) with the Chief of Staff, the Fuehrunzs Stab 
(Leacership Departments), organigat. nal groups, the General .uarter= 
master's office, an? so one The invividual cerxand divisions all the way 
dom to the division; and on the sice of the ground organizations, the 
Air Gaus, had interstaff offices and assistants of the leacership, of 
leaders. The comresponsibility of the Chief of the General Staff 
incompatible at the time with the leadership as such. The Chief 
of the Genera 
fluence on all the general staff officers without thereby impairing the 
responsibility of the military officers, 
If I may summarize your answer, that is to say, thet. the 
General Staff of the Air Force can be understood to mean the Chief of 
General Steff of the Air Force ~lus the Ganeral Staff officers of the 
troops, then, I believe I understan.. it correctly? 
i Yes; perfectly, 
of persons whom you know, which 
> you consider this desigzation according 
to military language, do yor consider this correct? ts that group of 
General 
A neve sain beforo already, that the Goera! Staff is a division 
of assistapts oi isadership in Germany, am 1S to say, that the commanders 


have nothing to co witan that, According to Germananeepts, they did no 


t 


fit into that organieation and simply for that reascn, that the leaders, 


the commanders in chief did not go hat way of General Staff officers == 
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the commanders were individual personalities. There is probably one way 
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of grouping them, that is, the title and the pay, title generallys 


z Thus, therefore, if one summarizes the high military leader- 
ship as General “taff, then you would consider it wrong? 


A No, according to German conception it is wronge 
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Q A similar connected link for high military position has never existed 
before within the realm of such German situation? 

A Under German conditions such was not admissible for various reasons, 
The commanders-inechief were not that sort of war counsellor or similar 
organization group for certain purposes. They did not have the individual 
or in=toto responsibility to the Reich Defense Council. They were responsible 
only to commander-in-chief of the sector or certain office, The grouping 
of the commanders—in-chief for any results was impossible, according to my 
Opinion, because, in the first place, the condition was entirely different. 
First, either they were under the comnander-inschief of the Army, or the 
4ir Force, or the Navy, or the Wehrmacht, as such then they were one hundred 
Percent under the German high comman’. Others were one hundred percent under 
the allied high command =- the Axis command. Then there were the independent 
commanders, independently from the commander=in-chief of the Army, and others 
who were independent of Army groupse 

Q You speak too fast. Did the commanders=-in-chief, did they only have 
to do with the education of military problems as they were presented to them, 
or did they develop their own plans to present them to Hitler? 

å The commandersein-chief were personalities of military leadership 
only, and only responsible for the status to which they were appointed; within 
that area they could make improvements, and note any suggestions or changes 
for improvement to the OKW; with the OKW there was no political definite 
reporting or collaboration, 

Q You just mentioned improvements or changes. Does that mean only 
military and tactical directions or improvements, or did such Suggestions also, 
I shall say, did they have to do wit the "if? 


A No, only military tactical positions, and in a similar case the sift 


was discussed, unless the higher officer decided, then the auditorium kept 


qhict, 

Q I shall come later to this point. The group of the general staff, in 
such discussions there, did they ever meet collectively? 

A Noe 

Q Did they at any time introduce any directive in the organization for 
this group? 
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A Noe 
Q Were there ever made suggestions by members of this group to deviate 


from the International Law? 


A I believe not, bather the opposites 


Q Did the official positions which were in this group, were these 
positions changed, did they change them, or were they intact in that position? 

A During the last years there were a great use of changing commanders 
and comuanders-in-chief, 

Q What do you know about the conference which took place between Hitler 
and the High Military leaders? 

4 We wili have to distinguish between two kinds, One: consisted of 
an address before the Campaign was started to the higher commanders who would 
take part in the campaign. The purpose was gencrally in the form of issuance 
of an order to these commanders, to inform them about the Situation, and 
with the oratorical forces released by the Fuehrer, it was quite natural 
that he could not fear anything, particularly since they were not informed 
about the various matters in the background, Discussions did not take place, 
they vere not admitted after such a question, Afterwards, Sometimes, there 
was a military tactical conference, at which one of the commanders would put 
his deluge of commands forward, As I have mentioned, we never had any 
political questions, as it was not read, but we were put before a fact which 
we had to accept as soldiers, 

Q You participated in a conference which took place with Hitler on 
22 August 1939, that is shortly before the beginning of the Polish campaign? 

A Yes, 

Q At the end of this conference was not there a reference made according 
to which a treaty had been made with the Soviet Union and concluded? 
A At the end, after the address, all the gentlemen were called together, 
anc told that a report h just been received, according to which the Russians 
Willhave a benevolent neutrality. 

Q What impression did that report give the higher military leaders? 

4& So far as I am concerned, and what I know of the others, that was a 


leading contention, In any other case there was the possibility of extending 
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the war treaty east, at least, we could not deny the possibility. However s 

if Russia was no more to be considered, then speaking as a leader of the 
Airforce, at least for the Airforce, there was a balance given which guaranteed 
a short decisive victory, and beyond that, it meant it would not make necessary 


the extending of the Fuehrer's operation. 


Q At any rate, you had received this with quite a great relief? 


A Yese 

Q Did you mow as to whether members of the group of the general staff 
of the OKW had met with the high politichans, and also the Party people? 

A If I can speak for my presence, I was in the Mediterranean area, 
as well as in the West. I had to cooperate, and I was depending on the 
cooperation of the high kommissar Gauleiter Hofer, and there was a Gauleiter 
on my back == 

Q I want to know whether the high military leaders met with the high 
politicians, and where the conference took place, and if any political plans 
of any kind? 

A No, nog That I can definitely say that was not the case. Soldiers 
did not bother about politics. Politics by the politicians were made by 
them and we had to execute them. 

Q This non-political education of the soldier, and the high political 
leaders as to use of them were used to that extent, weren't they? 

å The high military leaders, as to them, that is a development which 
took place since the 18th Century in the German Amy. 

Q What do you know about the relations between the high military 
leaders, and the 5th Column? 

i With the 5th Column, the military leadership never had anything to 
do with, That was below their levele 

Q What impression did you gain from the conference which Hitler held 
before the beginning of the East campaign, as well as with the military 
leaders, Did you believe from the situation described to you that was was 
inevitable? 

A I had a certain impression that the purpose and aim of that address 


to the milltary leaders was to convince them of the necessity as to a 
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preventive war, That is to say, to attack before the mobilization and 
armaments in Russian fortresses would be harmful to Germany e 

Q Could you give any reason how you came to that opinion, or impression 
during that conference? 

A As I said before, these addresses were invariably going into one 
direction, as they gave a picture of the military general situation, the time, 
the element, a definite picture which was at any rate swifte I want to say 
here, in speaking of the Russian campaign, that I had no doubt at all, that 
i 


could not have any doubt at all until the last day practically of August, 


of any fight against -= during the last days I know I had no time or means to 


be informed about the entire situation of the Russian front, and I had so much 


to do in my own office = 

THE PRESIDENT: Mre Witness, Mr, Witness, will you go more slowly, 
please, and have some consideration for the interpreters, 

BY DR. ZATERNSER: I would like you to repeat the last answer, please, 

& I could not doubt what was said, all the more, as I had been in the 
action against England as commander of the airforce, and had not the entire 
time of mine to inform myself about the entire situation of the Russian site, 
such as to judge for myself to quite == 

Q Since this trial, it has been shown the commanders-in-chief are 
responsible for events which can hardly be avoided during a war, I should 
like to ask you to desciibe this day of the commander-in-chief, describe 
briefly the day of the commander-inechief of the airforce, or the army? 

A The Tay, of course, according to the individual personality of the 
commander, if I may speak for myself I ==- 

Q Mr, Witness, I ask you to be very brief. 

THE PRESIDENT: Mr, Witness -== Dr, Laternser, surely that is accumulative 

to what the witness has already been saying, and likely to be very long. 
The description of the Day of a commander, this witness already said the 
commander had nothing to do with politics, and nothing to do with the staff, 
Why should we bgtroubled of what the commander's Day consists? 

DR. LaTERNSER: Mr, President, I should like to ask this Sit ob for the 


following reasons. Since his activities were very extensive, especially at 
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the front, not every report, or each individual report put in there can reach 


The reports in his sector must of necessity go through the office 


hime 
which is accomnodated for them, so that such reports which are of extraordinar 
importance, especially are important for the decision of military leadership 
for his plans on the front thene 

THE FRESIDENT: Give it in that way then, rather than giving the 
witness a full day to describe it. 

DR. LATERNSER: 411 right, I will put it that way. 

Q Mr, Witness, in the translation of the extent of your activity 
as commuanderein-chief, or of commanders<in-chief, in their reports because 
of preparations,could only such messages, which after e xamination by the 
office, be of such importance that they had to be presented to the commander= 
in-chief? 

> Especially during combat, it was quite impossible that all the reports 
could be brought before the commandermin-chief. It was almost impossible, if 
4 can talk about myself, that fifty to seventy percent of my time I had to be 
at the fronte The amount of independence of the staff of the army, of the 
airforce, and the Navy command, had to be responsible within their own 
sectors, that is, to maintain their own responsibility. 

Q Did you have the extensive activity of a commanderein-chief, and if 
SO, was it possible that all reports of violations of International Law, of 
a minor or medium nature, would reach you? 

A It had to be tried. It had to be attempted, whether any pessible 
individual case or not; that it is very bad, and for the reason that I 
have menticned before, because the comuander-in-chief sometimes could not 


even be reached, 
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Q In other worcs, in these cases the Commandcer-in=Chicf had to be able 
to depend on his assistants, 
Yes, 
Q From June, 1941, until Novunber, 1941, you were Commanccr=in-Chicf 
of an air fleet on the Eastern Front? 
Yes, 
De you have any knowledge about the extermination of Jews in the East? 
No, I know nothing about that, 


Did you know anything about the activity of the Einsatzgruppen of the 


Noe 


You didn't even know the names of these units? 


Q Do you know anything about the regrettable order according to which 


Russian Comsissars after theit capture were to be shot? 

Of this orcer I heard at the end of the war, The air force did not 
have anything but the ground force == to do with this matter, I believe == 
and I can say it with almost absolute certain that the air force, not even in 
the way of reports knew anything about it, E in the face of frequent contact 
with General Fielc Uarshal von Bock with the army leacers and commanders of 
Panzer groups, I cic not hear anything about this order from these gentlemen, 

Q Dic you know anything about that Commando order 
Commando order was known to me, 

And whet was your attitude with regard to that order? 

I considered such orders which reached me 2s commandcrein chief in 
the Meciterranecan arca == I cid not consider then bincing on me, but just as an 
order within which I had certain liberty, in this matter, ind my position was 
that I as Commander-in-Chicf had the right to decide whether it was a commander 
incident as a violation of international law or something which could be tact- 
ically cxplaincd, and the task was that the solution was that whoever wore uni- 
forms and hac a definite tactical job, if thoy were within the points of the 
Hague Convention were to be considered soldiers and to be treated 2s such, 

Q The Commando order was therefore not used within your command? 


In one ease, yes, it was, certainly -- but I cannot remember it, 
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What case do you mean? 

I mean the case of Colonel Dostler, 

The case of Colonel Dostler has already been mentioned in this pro- 
ceeding, nt that time cid you know about that case? Were you informed? 


“a I have saic as a witness uncer oath that I cannot remember that case, 


I do not believe that I was informed about that, for two reasons; First, 


because after conferences with my chicf I found out that none of the three of 
us knew anything; and secondly, because just at that time by unsuccessful 
operations on the Southern Front I w s more out of my position than in it, 
Q If you would have been asked in the case of Dostler to decide what 


would you have decided? 

A I do not know the case as such well enough == 

MR JUSTICE JACKSON: I don't think we ean try Dostler's case or that this wit- 
ness should’ give his conclusions; inasmuch as Dostler's ease is being tried by 

a campetent court and that issue is dispose: of. I have no objection to any 
facts that inform this Tribunal, but his conclusion as to the guilt of his fellon 
officer is hardly helpful, 

THE PRESIDENT; Particularly as he said he cannot remember, 


DRe LAT ERVSIR: I withdrew the question 


9 Can you quote other cases where the Commando order was not applied 
in your territory? 

A Small landings behing the lines south of. Venetia, There were aerial 
landings north of albunde in the Genetial territory, There wore smaller cases 
in the territory of Ortona, I amn convinced that the troops Cerstood the 
gencral view anc acted accorcingly. 

9 You were Supreme Commander of an air flect in the Easte Can you tell 
me anything about the treatment of the Russian Civilian population by the t.00ps? 

a Until the enc of Novenber I was in Russin, I can only szy that the 
relations between the population and the troops was the best possible, that the 
ficld kitchens were placed at the Cisposal of the poor and the children, as it 
was the custom, and was a fact; xn?) the high moral level of the Russian women 
w.s recognized by us. It was respected by German soldiers, ind I know that 
the services of our doctors were often usec by the Russian population, I re- 


member this particularl Since we alweys had an ability to suffer ains, But 
p , p 
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war passed across the field of the Smolensk so rapidly that the whole territory 


a peaceful impression, The farmers were working and every sign of peace~ 


ful life existed. 

Q are you aware of any crimes committed = sex crimes -= committed by 
German soldiers in the East? «are you aware of any cases of violations of inter- 
national law and did you in such cases always use every means at your disposal 
to deal with them? 

A at least I tried to, I did that since I was interested in preserving 
the reputation of the German army, and I did it because I wanted to preserve the 
relations between us and the Italians, For those reasons I procceie’ against 
German soldiers who violated any of these paragraphs with which we are here con- 
cerned, However, since I was aware that war is a nasty business and that as the 
years go by men become raw, I always considered it necessary to order preventa- 
tive measures, 

These preventative measures which I am sure the Allied Armies 
noticed on the spot when they marched through Italy -- I am referring to my 
various decrees for punishing violators which were goncrally and publicly known- 
these prevent-tive measures prove the words which I hire just spoken, 
Preventative measures which I took incluaed an order that towns == 
or if that was difficult, at least the interior of towns == were to be cleared 


of administrative officers, and that towns and centres should be fenced off, 
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Furthermore, as far as anti-aircraft intorests permitted, solciers were 
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to be accommodated in barracks or dram ‘together tm a small orders Furthermore, 
that isolated cases which always caused’ such orders were surmed upand any return 
leave journeys used to proceed in groupse Thus the supervising authority 


were given strict instructions, field police and military police were attached; 


they had summary courts martial attached to them, 


The selling-out in Italy which played an important part was to be stopped 


=- it was to be stopped by a liaison with the Italian Government, and two large 
stores were to be established on the return route, where soldiers should be able 
to purchase certain goods. Certain punitive measures were introducede Cases 
which were reported to me by the Italians or Germans were always taken care of. 
Perpetrators were prosccutede When operations prevented my personal interference 
on the spot, I made it known that all cases would later on be prosecuted by mee 
And in other cases, when solution becane difficult, I fixed the death penalty 8 
and set up special courts-martial. Few of these death penalties served to solve 
the problem, However, against any superiors who would protect their soldiers, 
I proceeded -- if they were too lenient in carrying cut their taskse 

I believe that files referring to tiese things are 2172 available and that 
the reports from the front reached police and law cowl); ant so forthe 

Q Witness, are you aware of any violations of international law on the 
part of your opponents? 

A During my many visits to the front I did, of couse, come across a 
large number =- p 

GENERAL RUDENKO; I protest against putting the question in this waye 
From my viewpoint, the witness is not competent to conclude whether Germany's 
enemies have broken internaticnal lawe I believe that this question should be 
put asides = 

DR. LATERNSER; May I defend my attitude on that question? I am interested 
in having that question answered since subsequently I want to put the further 
question to the witness, whether after he heard of violations of international 
law from the other side he then failed to proceed against violators of 
international law on his owm sidee That is the reason I am anxicus to have 
that question answerede : 


THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal would like to know exactly what your question 


is and why you say it is competente 
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DR. LATERNSER: The exact wording of the question is as follows: 
I request of the witness, Are you aware of violations of international law 


committed by the opposing side? 


Depending on the answer he would give to that, I would then ask hin the 
t > 3 


t 15 


following questiones 


Whether after having discovered violations of international law by the 
opponents he took the attitude that violations of international law committed 
by his own men should for this reason either not be punished at all or less 


Severelye 


From the answers to these questions I want to draw conclusions on the 


attitude and views of a member of the group, and for that reason I consider the 


answers to these questions of extreme importance, 


THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal would like to hear what Counsel for the 
United States says about ite 
MR. JUSTICE JACKSON: If your Honor please, I belicve it is a well- 


established principle of international law that a violation on:one side does 


not excuse or warrant violations on the other sides There is, of course, a 
3 3 


basi 


doctrine of reprisal, but it is clearly not applicable horc. on any 


that 


In the second place, even if the treatment of the subject-matter wore 


competent, herse.is a broad question "Did you hear of violations of international 
9 k Y $ Se 
law?" It would at least, oven if the subject were pecpo*, require that some 
A 


particularity of a case be givene A broad conclusion of a charge ==- a 


violation of internationallaw =- would hardly be sufficient to inform this 


Tribunal as to the basis on which this witness may have acted. 


If there were some specific instance, with eredible information called 
to his attention, there might be some basis; but merely the question as 
askec by Counsel does not afford a basis here, 

It seems to me we are getting far afield from the charges here and that 
this is far afield from anything that is involved in the c asee I do not know 
what particular atrocities or violations of international law are to be z 
excused by this methode There nust have been atrocities committed, on the basis 
of which thereis sought to be excused atrocities conmitted by somebody else. 


Who else committed then, where they wore committed ==- is a subject we micht have 


NL bad 
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have to try if we went into this subjecte It scons to me that the inquiry 


is quite beside the point and if it were, if there is any way that it is within 


the point, it is improper when put in this nmner,. 





TO 


DR. STAHMER: This question which is of principal importance has some- 
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time ago already once been put before this Tribunal, It was when I applied 
to present "white books" in which reports about atrocities were contained, 
I think it was at the session of: February 25, 

At that time Professor Exner defined his attitude, expressed his views 
on that question and the Tribunal then permitted me to submit these "white 
books", subject to information oh the subject of what out of these books was 
wo be presented, 

At that time the Tribunal's attention was drawn to the fact that the 
question whether atrocities were committed on the other side as well was im- 
portant since this would primarily contribute information as to the German. 


attitude anc it would explain the German attitude, since the motive for the 


perpetration is also of decisive importance and important also for the findings, 


It will be necessary to realize that the perpetration on the German side will 
have to be judged differently, if in fact a perfectly correct procedure was 
adopted by the other side, 

It is furthermore of importance whether in a case like this we are not 
concerned wiir reprisals, 

Because of these considerations the question as +22 ovi here should at all 
ever.ts be of importance and be permitted to be put. 

THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal will adjourn for te 

(A recess was taken.) 
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THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal have considered the questions which 
Dre Laternser proposed to put to the witness and have also considered 
the objections made by General Rudenko and Mr. Justice Jackson, and they 
hold the questions are inadmissible. 

“Re LuTERNSER: Mre President, I assmme that I may be entitled to 
put the following questione 
BY UR. LATERNSER: 

P Witness, have you not refrained fromprosecuting the violations 
of international law of your own men when viclations of that law by your 
o ponents were reported to you? 

THE F ESIDENT: That seems to me to be putting in one question what 

before you put in twoe 

R. L.TERNSER: Mre Fresicent, that question is meant to cause 

the witness to name violations cf international law committed by 

the opponents. In having that question answered, I merely want to 

get at the typical views of the witness, nanely, that as supreme 

ander he was anxious to prosecute all known viclstions of 
international law, although he had had reports about violations 
committed by the opponents. 

I withdraw the questicn. 

THE FRESIVENT: The Tribunal would see no objection in your asking 
the witness whether he was anxious to avoid violations of international 
law; if you wish to put that ques ion to him there willbe no objection 
to that question. The qtestion which you have Suggested putting is 
really identical with the questions you put before. 

BY Re LATERNSER: 

Witness, during this trial severe accusations have been made 
because of atrocities committed by German soldiers. Is not every soldier 
sufficiently well informed about internaticnal regulations, and has he 
not been instructed on that subject? 

A I must asnwer that question in the affirmative. During the many 
addresses which I have delivered to my subordinate commanders, such 


pointers and instructions have continuously been issuede 
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Did you, as commander of an army group, try to protect towns 
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containing art treasures and churches? 


I regarded it as a matter of course and as a duty to respect 
cultural objects and art treasures of churches. I gave orders accordingly, 
and during my tactical actions my measures were designed in that respect, 

What do you know about the treatment of prisoners of war who 
fell into German hands? 

Frisoners of war were treated according to international law, 
after ‘certain controls which I had ordered to be carried out. If there 
were violations, the commandant in question was warned and these matters 
were terminatede 

I have only three more questions. 

Were you previously informed, as Field Marshal, that Italy would 
ebter the wer? 

lo, I had not been informed about thate As far as I know, the 
entry of Italy into the war occurred so spontaneously that even the 
political leaders were surprisece 

$ and were you previsulsy informed that a declaration of war 
should be placed againbt America? 

Nce I can't say anything abcut these questions. 

And now the last question. What was the situation regarding the 
retirenent of military leaders during the war? 

á resignation from the armed fo-ces on one's own initative, 
or an aplication to resign from the armed forces, was not permissible. 
Puring the later years --that is to say, 19h--an order existed which 
threatened severest penalties and prohibited the exercising of those rights 
or any changes in theleading positions. The Supreme Commander of the 
Armed Forces reserved for himself that right, alone, and exclusively. 

Did an order exist about that fact? 

Yes; I should so assume, yeSe 

Re L.TERNSER: I have no further questions. 
BY PROFESSOR NR. JAHRREISS (Counsel for defendant Jodl): 
à Witness, you said, a little earlier, that the military commanders 


in the military field had the right and 
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PE IM, 


Hitler, and express their views. Did I understand that correctly? 
A Yes. 
Q Did you personally discuss matters==did you have differences of opinion 
with Hitler about matters referring to orders? 
In questions relating to Operations, vory considerable cifficulties. 
Were they actual conflicts? 
"Conflict" is probably saying too much; certain changes of opinion, 
Shall we say quarrels, and frequently, if I understand you correctly? 
Yes. 
After everything we have heard, Adolf Hitler mst have been a fairly 
cifficult customer. 
A That must be admitted. On the other hand, I=-I don't know why--was 
lucky enough to find hin uncerstanding as to the questions which I put up to him, 
Q Didn't these quarrels with Hitler solve themselves? 
A In critical cases I was asked for by General Jodl. 
when you couldn't cet through? 
No, when he couldn't put his p 
Then you were asked for, 


Was Jodl also of a different opinion than Hitler? 


A On varicus oecasicns when I reported, I found very definite differences 


3 


of opinion between the two Ee cn, and I found that Jodl--who wa 


administrative superior in the OKWe-acted with remarkable energy and 


his views. He adhered to his views richt to the ende 
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Q What co you mean, he was your representative at the OKW? 

The theaters of war, when I was a gneral in the armed forces, were 
So-called OKW theaters of war. Contrary to other army theaters of war, the 
East was an army theater of war, whereas the others were known as OKW theaters 
of ware 

Q Dic the OKW have no influence on theaters of war in the East, and 
did the army have no influence in the OKW theaters of war? I don't believe 
that everybody will understand the difference, 

It is asking a bit much, since I myself didn't have enough under- 
stancing for that situction, | 

Q You, in other wards, were in an OKW theater of wor, What does 
OKW stand for? 

Supreme, > Commander of the irmec Forces. Immediate subordination 
of the supreme commander under dolf Hitler, anc then the command lepartment 
uncer Jocl'!s staff of le-cers, 

Q In an original interrogation I telked about n order from the 0 OK. 
Who is OKW? Who gave these orders? 

rinciple nature only originatec from one person, and 
that was idolf Hitler, The other personalities were executive officers, which 
cid not exclude, however, the executive organs having their own conception or 
the conception of the army groups uncer their command, They could include the 
iews of army groups, when they represented these army groups with Acolf Hitler, 

Q That surprises me somewhat, what you are saying now, The opinion 
has been voiced that Jodl, whom you defined as a sort of administrative many, 
was a cheap tool of Adolf Hitler? 

I belicve one doesn't exclude the other. I cannot imag pine a 
marriage lasting six years without both sides making attempts to misunderstande 


On the other hanc, I can imagine that in every good m 


arriage there must be 


frightful Cisputes, 

But in a normal marriage the husband doesn't necessarily have to be 
a cheap tool, a willing tool, 

Here the situation is rather different, That comparison, that ex- 


ample, seems to limp, as all examples do, and, of course, it limps once more, 
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In the military theory, we have the absolute subordination principle, 

Q Yes, but what you just expl: ined to me about the position of Jodl 
as administrator for the supreme commanders sounds to me as if Joàl would have 
to be the intermeciary. 

A Jocl in an incredible manner has always represented our interests, 
thus acting as an intermediary for everybody, 

Q Did he also express his opinions, if they were opposed to Adolf 
Hitler's opinions, if Hitler published one of his orders? 

A I can only say one thing, that curing the few visits I paid to the 
HQ, when I saw Jodl get red in the face, that he expressed his views in such a 
way that I considered it just about bordering the possibilities a military 
person had, 


THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal will adjour, 


(The Tribunal adjourned until 13 March 1946, at 1000 hours,) 





